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Welcome to Larbert Old’s second online Bulletin. Usually the Bulletin is 
drawn up some three weeks in advance of our Communion services 
throughout the year. However, due to the circumstances of the pandemic, 
we have been unable to hold our communion services as normal or to 
issue the Bulletin in the usual way by hard copy to all members of Larbert 
Old Church.  
 
We hope you enjoy reading the articles below from our different 
contributors. Although the church services are slightly different due to the 
Scottish Government Regulations of allowing a maximum of 50 people to 
attend, Larbert Old Church is very much alive and working in the 
community.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Message from our Interim Moderator –  

Walter Williamson MBE 
 
My dear friends, 
 
Once again autumn is upon us. I don’t know about you, but it rather crept 
up on me without me realising it. Anyway, the magnificent colours of the 
autumn leaves on the trees are a clear sign of this new season. 
 
This is also a time of ‘Remembrance’, when we remember those who gave 
the ultimate sacrifice that has enabled us to enjoy the freedom we have. 
It may not quite seem like that during this unprecedented time in our lives 
but at least we can live our lives safely within the allowable limits. 
 
On Monday 26 October, the Garden of Remembrance in the grounds of 
the Scott Monument was officially opened, albeit in a rather different way 
from previous years. 
 
Only three members of the Queen’s Own Highlanders were allowed to lay 
wreaths on behalf of the Seaforth Highlanders, The Queen’s Own 
Cameron Highlanders and the Queen’s Own Highlanders. 
 
I had to play from a distance whilst the wreaths were laid at two-minute 
intervals. 
 
Although the padre spoke to only four of us, observing social distancing, 
her message could easily have been for an audience of hundreds or even 
thousands.  
 
It was taken from Matthew’s Gospel Chapter 18 verse 20 “For where two 
or three are gathered in my name, there am I with them." 
 
She reminded us that although we were few in number, we represented 
the many who gave their lives for our freedom. Therefore, we should not 
be governed by numbers but by the acts of faith, love and selflessness 
that them and us gave, and give to our country and to our Lord. 
 
Never having served in the armed forces, it is difficult for me to understand 
what it must have been like to have faced a real enemy. The three ex 
members of the Queen’s Own Highlanders I was with on Monday all saw 
active service in war zones that included Brunei, Borneo, Northern Ireland 
(7 tours), Belize and the Falklands War. 
 
 



 

Their sense of camaraderie cannot easily be measured but I can only 
describe it as being a true “Band of Brothers”. 
 
That is what I imagine the disciples must have felt towards each other. 
They came from different backgrounds with different natures and skills but 
were molded and shaped by Jesus and the fact that they were prepared 
to give their lives for Him, tells me that they were true brothers.  
 
As we take this time to remember, I ask that we remember and look out 
for our own brothers and sisters who may be living in isolation and who 
may feel lonely and isolated. 
 
For those of you who feel like this, remember the words from Matthew 
Chapter 18 verse 20 ““For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
there am I with them." 
 
Every blessing 
 
 
Walter Williamson 
Interim Moderator  
 
    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Words from the Manse 
 
Hello everyone from Bonnyside. 
 
Well it’s been around 6 months since the last bulletin and not a lot has 
changed regarding the restrictions caused by the pandemic which still 
affects us all. What has changed is that Larbert Old is once again open 
for worship, albeit limited to 50 people, but open it is, for how much longer 
I don’t know, but at the moment it is open. 
 
It’s been a difficult time for everyone dealing with all the changes in the 
controls around the virus. Our lives, as we knew them, have changed 
beyond recognition and there still seems to be no end to the changes.  
What will the ‘new normal’ be for us all? That I cannot answer other than 
to say it will be different, however, I do believe that there are new and 
exciting challenges ahead of us here at Larbert Old. 
 
The Church of Scotland as you know, is also going through a state of 
change at the same time as we seek to return to some sort of normality. 
The General Assembly in October has further challenged the radical 
planning regarding the reduction in numbers of ministers, buildings, 
presbyteries and restructuring. In our area of Larbert we will not be 
immune from these changes and to that end all of our local churches along 
with ourselves have been meeting regularly to create a new image of how 
the Church in Larbert will be. Larbert Old is very much at the forefront of 
this and the future, though challenging, looks positive. 
 
Creating our new future is scary and yet exciting at the same time. There 
is real desire to meet, not only the current needs of our community, but 
creating a sustainable future for us all.  
 
Due to our time of lockdown and now our continued restrictions we have 
already been finding ways of continuing to spread the love of God through 
Larbert Old into our community. New and innovative ways of providing 
Worship and maintaining our links have had to be found. It is not a surprise 
to me and I’m sure to you that within our Church we have the people who 
have stepped up to the challenge. A tremendous amount of work has been 
done by some of our number and I would like to acknowledge that and 
record my grateful thanks on your behalf. 
 
We have been able to provide a service of worship broadcast online and 
have not missed one Sunday throughout this period. Since Easter we 
have had a daily message of hope and encouragement available on our 
Facebook page and up to date information on our website. This has 
allowed us to experience new forms of music and broadened our 
experience in different styles.  



 

Larbert Old were one of the first Churches in the country to reopen their 
doors to allow public worship. The work required to prepare the sanctuary 
for this, clean and sanitise the premises on a weekly basis, create and 
manage booking systems and much, much more was required but 
undertaken with enthusiasm and professionalism. I am grateful to the 
Session Clerk, our Elders and our Pastoral Care Team for stepping up to 
the plate and ensuring we retained contact with our folks. 
 
The Church has a reputation for having meetings and this has not 
changed, however, we have had to find new ways of connecting. The 
internet has provided us with ‘Zoom’ which has allowed us now to meet at 
any time from the comfort of our own homes. Even the Church of Scotland 
General Assembly was able to take place in October using this system.  
 
Change of any kind can be a little daunting, even though we know that 
change is inevitable. By nature, we are creatures of habit and it can take 
a little prodding for us to make a big move. However, although it is certain 
that we will face many changes in our life we can hold to one certainty and 
that is that God never changes. In the book of Ecclesiastes chapter 3 we 
read these familiar words ‘there is a time for everything and a season for 
every activity under the heavens’, Paul reminds us in Hebrew 13 -8 Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever. 
 
It is my hope and continual prayer that we will very soon be able to greet 
each other in Christian love and share together in God’s house and that 
we will embrace whatever his plan is for us. 
 
Let me leave you with this promise from the prophet Isaiah ‘remember not 
the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new 
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert.’ God has all of this in his control and 
we must trust in his plans for us and for his Church. 
 
Many Blessings 
Iain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
News from the Kirk Session 

 
 
Session’s last full face to face meeting was on 11th February and 
communion was held on 1st March. The Stated Annual Meeting was held 
on 15th March with some 50 members of the congregation in attendance. 
So far so very ordinary. Then things went into lockdown. Session did not 
meet again until 25th June when we met using the Zoom platform. Since 
then, realisation that the very different circumstances had to be taken into 
account and adjustments made, meant that we have held Zoom meetings 
each month since then. It would be all too easy to say that nothing was 
happening but in fact the church continued to keep active throughout this 
period of time.  
 
Principal among the activities was the re-opening of the church on 6th 
September. Arrangements to conform to the Scottish Government’s 
requirements had to be put in place and Presbytery approved our 
application to re-open. Session agreed, and letters advising the 
congregation were issued, and a phone contact system set up. The re-
opening of the church has not suited everyone, and the Sunday morning 
service has been available on-line to accompany the daily message from 
Iain Scoular.  
 
Falkirk Presbytery has also agreed to the re-opening of the church halls 
at Larbert Old. Again, considerable work has gone into getting the 
application prepared and submitted. Risk assessments were again 
required, and notices were put up in the halls. Session approved on 8th 
October. However, although there is now authority to re-open, the 
guidelines from the Scottish Government do not allow that to happen as 
yet.  
 
Discussions have also been taking place on the revised Presbytery Plan 
and representatives from Session have joined with representatives from 
other local churches to discuss the implications. There have been some 6 
meetings to date with more to come. Nothing is resolved other than a will 
to work together to the benefit of the local community. A solution to satisfy 
all the local churches’ needs is actively being sought.  
 
Finance is clearly an issue at this time and our Treasurer continues to 
keep an eye on the financial comings and goings at Larbert Old. He has 
presented accounts on a regular basis to Session for discussion along 
with reports from our representative Trustee on the Catherine and James 
Ferguson Trust.  
 
 



 

 
 
Elders delivered flowers after the Harvest service on the 4th October and 
112 kgs of food items was delivered to Falkirk Foodbank. Other matters 
are ongoing and will require attention over the coming months. 
 
And so, we continue to serve the Lord in all the diverse ways that 
maintaining a church in the Church of Scotland requires. The pandemic 
continues to cause serious concern and many of our members remain at 
home. We are thankful that Iain Scoular communicates with the 
congregation at large in as many ways that are possible. While the elders 
try to maintain contact with as many of our congregation as possible, there 
is real concern over who we might be missing. Please do get in touch with 
the minister or any of the elders if you feel a chat on the phone might help.       
 
The Bicentenary Committee has not met over this period. The previously 
identified trigger to commence our celebrations had been the Falkirk 
Council Doors Open Day in September. That was, of course, cancelled 
and our projected events have also had to be cancelled. The celebratory 
Dinner in May has also had to be cancelled – hopefully simply postponed 
to a later date to be arranged. However, to acknowledge the date when 
the church was actually handed over in January 1821, the Moderator of 
the General Assembly has agreed to attend on Sunday 3rd January and 
conduct a service that day despite the current restrictions that are in place.  
 
Although we had hoped to have an afternoon service on 3rd January, due 
to the current restrictions in place we have decided to hold our special 
service at our usual 11am time, which the Moderator will lead. As with all 
our services since Larbert Old re-opened, advance booking will be 
necessary. However, due to the special nature of this service you will be 
able to book seats one month in advance rather than the usual week. 
Please telephone 07869 423499 to make your booking.  
 
It is hoped to hold a further special service later in the year when 
restrictions may be lifted and to which we can invite a number of local 
dignitaries and special friends of the church.    
 
Eric Appelbe 
Session Clerk 
  



 

Message from the Treasurer 
 

The kirk aye needs money……………. 
 
 

We should give thanks that so many of our members give faithfully to the 
church by monthly standing order, or by using envelopes in the Weekly 
Freewill Offering scheme. Although no services were held from March 
16th. through to September 6th, and with our resumed services being 
subject to restrictions which understandably have discouraged some of 
our members not to come, giving to the church has been maintained at a 
very high level, at the end of October at 93% of the 2019 level, a shortfall 
of only £3,500.  This is truly a reflection of the members’ wish to maintain 
the ministry of Larbert Old to its community and parish at the western end 
of Larbert. 
 
With our Halls shut under the Government Coronavirus restrictions we 
have sadly not been able to welcome our church and community group 
users to their meetings, and our income from their “rentals” is down by 
some £4,600.  Obviously some of our costs have been reduced during 
this period, and we have also made some significant savings, but other 
costs have risen, notably fuel charges, which are negotiated by the church 
centrally on long term contracts with April being the start of a new four 
year deal at some 50% higher than the previous long term fixed price 
contract. 
 
We have been able so far, this very difficult year to meet our assessed 
contribution for the ministry and mission of the church in full, and continue 
to pay our local costs, and we give thanks that we have been able to meet 
these obligations.  Hopefully those of our members who have not been 
able to place their usual offerings or envelopes in the open plate will be 
able to make these up in the last two months of the year.  If you would 
want to send in your offering envelopes or cash donations or have me 
collect them from you, please ring me on or email me. I will happily come 
to visit with you. 
 
We have received the first payment (of £5,556) of interest earned from the 
Trust set up by the late James and Catherine Ferguson.  This Trust, of 
capital value of almost £1 million, gifts its annual interest generated to the 
church to offset expenditures on the fabric costs incurred on the church 
building and the halls.  The Trustees have advised that the annual interest 
earned will be in the order of £14,000, which will be a truly magnificent 
legacy for Larbert Old and will enable the Kirk Session to take significant 
steps each year into the future to maintain our buildings. 
 



 

 
 
So, we have much to be thankful to the Lord for his provision for the needs 
of our ministry. Please pray that more of our members and community are 
moved to join in giving (and increasing their giving) . My strapline says it 
all…………….. 
 
 
 
Alistair Simpson, Treasurer  01324 562195  alistair1939@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION ROLL 
 

As at 30th October 2020, there are 252 on the Communion Roll. Sadly, 
since the last Bulletin was distributed ten of our members have been 
called to Higher Service. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and 
friends of the following:- 
 
Mrs Patricia Murray 
Mr James Thomson 
Ms Kirsty Paterson 
Mrs Isobel Brydon 
Mr Jack (Ted) Bingham 
Mrs Marion Laird 
Mrs Catherine Bryce 
Mr Livingstone Penman 
Mrs Janet Cuthill 
Mr Robert Stuart 
 
 
Mary Petrie (Roll Keeper) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

2nd Larbert Boys’ Brigade  
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
I hope that this finds everyone well and coping as best you can with the 
current living restrictions. 
 
When I wrote to you last, we were trying to finish session (2019/2020) but 
our Inspection and closing church parade had to be cancelled because of 
COVID.  I should in this article now be talking about the new session 
(2020/2021) and what the boys have been up to. Unfortunately, we have 
not been unable to meet face-to-face and I very much doubt that we will 
physically meet again until the start of 2021, at the earliest. 
 
That does not mean that we have not kept in touch and I am thankful for 
the work of the staff and of course “Mr. Zoom” For those that do not know 
who “Mr. Zoom” is, it  is a computer software application where we can all 
see each other, chat and do activities “on-line”. More on that later. 
 
The first important piece of news is that, thanks to many people from the 
Company and Congregation, we managed to 
collect £240 in pennies and small change for our 
“Donate a Penny so someone can spend a Penny” 
campaign. As a result, we have purchased a block 
of 4 toilets for a school in Malawi. Very aptly, it’s a 
boy’s toilet block. Well done and thanks to 
everyone. 
 
In the Anchor section, Lynne and Isabel came up 
with a fantastic idea providing the boys with a Hula 
Hoop which they have been asked to decorate as 
they wish. The idea is that when we get back 
together, they can sit in their hoop and it will act 
as their social distance space. What a great way to teach the boys the 
importance of not getting too close to each other. That is what makes our 
Company what it is, officers creating new and interesting ideas for the 
boys. As I write the Anchor Boys are just about to be sent some 
Remembrance Day crafts to work on.  
 
In the Junior section, we have had zoom meetings covering things like 
origami, spot the difference and a scavenger hunt around their homes. 
The first letter of each item they had to find made a phrase. What better 
than “2 Larbert”. I was quite worried how the origami would go but it was 
great and taught me a lot about presentation skills.  
I 



 

I had to explain clearly each fold in the paper. Once the boys had done 
their fold, they held their paper up to the screen to ensure we were all at 
the same stage. I am thankful for some of the parents in the background 
helping out and importantly showing an interest in what we are doing. Our 
Armistice meeting is a “show and tell” night so that will be interesting. 
 
In the Company section I have had to split them into two groups because 
of the numbers that join in each Friday. In total over 20 boys. This is a 
fantastic show of loyalty from the boys. They have kept me on my toes 
and have taught me such a lot about what I can do on the computer. I am 
sure this will benefit class presentations when we get back together for a 
Friday night Parade Night. It has made me, and the other officers, think of 
different ways to present activities and we see boy’s personalities in a 
different way on Zoom meetings.  
 
Many times, I have come off Zoom, in stitches at what has been said. To 
be absolutely honest some stories cannot be repeated in the likes of 
Larbert Old Church Bulletin. You really have to think very carefully how 
you word questions. What could possibly go wrong with “Where are the 
Scottish crown jewels kept”? We have re-invented old games like 
Blockbuster and Call My Bluff, had family quizzes and sports quizzes. The 
sports quiz was put together by one of my younger officers using his 
expert knowledge of computers. One round involved working out where 
the ball was in an action picture. Name the odd one out and name the 
sport using pictures. For example, a picture of a dress and an old man. 
Guessed it? Dressage. They were not all that easy, I can assure you. Well 
done to Kerr for coming up with that idea. 
 
It is all about having fun so here is a quick sample of what happened on 
our Halloween Night with the older boys. They too had a scavenger hunt 
for various themed items (pumpkins, something with a ghost on it, a 
candle etc.) each item being allocated points. The object was for them to 
decide whether to go for several of the easy low point value items or for 
the harder higher point items, all within 12 minutes. I also threw in some 
unusual items, an empty booze bottle. That was deemed too easy for 10 
points. An item of clothing from the opposite sex, worth 25 points. Now 
some boys were put on a warning from their mother and / or sister as to 
what, and possibly more importantly, what was not allowed to be shown 
to their pals on Zoom. I think that warning was pants! Yes - we did have a 
pair belonging to a mum!! The highest scoring item, worth 50 points, was 
a dead animal. I really had no idea what might come of this but ran with it. 
Well, did I get a surprise. “Sir, will this frozen chicken do? …… or the cat 
is getting it?”  50 points was awarded for what was fast becoming a de-
frosted chicken with bonus points for initiative. For the record, no animals 
were harmed during the scavenger hunt. 
 
 



 

 
Planned for future nights, a talk on the importance of Armistice Sunday as 
we cannot parade to the church. A talk from the local Community Police 
Officer on the dangers of social media and towards Christmas we are 
having an “Ask the Family” quiz night. One activity for the Company 
section where we can all get together face to face outside and socially 
distanced is to clear the leaves in the church grounds - if only it will stop 
raining. I am proud to say not one of the boys declined to volunteer. 
 
So, there you have it, 2nd Larbert is still going strong but in a very different 
way. I and the team are learning fast and importantly there are strong 
positives for the future coming out of what is a difficult situation. 
 
Thank you all for your support for the Company and please stay safe and 
well.   
 
Brian R Allan 
Captain 



 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 
 

In the current situation contact through members of the team visiting 
people in their home, care home or hospital, is not possible.  We would 
still like to know when anyone is in hospital or might even be helped by a 
little thing like a telephone call. 
 
As members of the Team are reduced by their own problems, if contact in 
any way might be helpful to someone, please contact either the  
 
Locum Minister – Iain Scoular  07717131596 
                or 
Joy Simpson, 01324 562195 
 
 

THANK YOU  
 
 
We would like to thank Margaret Bennie and her family for the generous 
gift of this stunning water colour, painted in 1993 by Derek Sanderson of 
Larbert Old Church from the River Carron. The painting will be positioned 
in the Halls once they re-open. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHURCH FLOWERS 

 
A vase of flowers continues to be placed on the Communion Table each 
Sunday.  If you know of any celebration, anniversary, bereavement or a 
circumstance where the delivery of flowers might be welcome or 
appropriate, please either tell Joy at church on Sunday, or by telephoning, 
Joy Simpson, telephone number 01324 562195. 
 

 



 

LADIES CLUB 
 

This was to be the first session of the Ladies Club meeting in an afternoon 
but unfortunately, like everyone else, we only had two meetings before we 
were all in Lockdown.  
 
Our meeting in January took the form of the AGM followed by two quizzes 
before having a cup of tea and an opportunity to have a chat with one 
another. In February we had a speaker from the Leprosy Mission. This 
was a most interesting talk as many of us had not realised that leprosy 
was still prevalent in some countries. Our March meeting was cancelled 
as it was due to take place the week of the lockdown.  
 
Sadly, during this time, we have lost some of our members, however I am 
sure we shall all be able to meet again in the not too distant future. In the 
meantime, we must all stay safe and obey the rules. 
 
Cathie Cheape 
President 
 
 
 

Worldwide Santa’s Xmas Eve Jingle 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re ringing 
the bells at 
Larbert Old 

Church  
 

 
 
 

 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
1 bag of bells - Hobbycraft have some in their children’s aisle, 

other stockists are available! 
 

Ribbon – any colour 
 

                                 Accessories – Lolly sticks 
  Pipe cleaners 

  Cardboard Egg cups (turn them upside down paint and make 
into a bell) 

Your imagination, Pinterest ……  
 
 

Add a label if you’d like  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If you don’t fancy making your own, shops are now starting to 
supply all sorts of alternatives.  

 
 

  

Suggestions for your own 
homemade bells  

 



 

  



 

  



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

29th November  11am – Communion 
Led by Dr Jean Gallacher 

 
6th December  11am – Gift Giving Service 

(a gift for any age or gender) 
 

20th December 11am  – Nativity 
 

24th December – Watch Night Service 11pm 
 

25th December – No Service due to regulations 
 

27th December 11am  – Sunday Service 
 

 

2021 
 

3rd January 11am – Proposed Bicentenary Service 
 

 
Due to current Scottish Government restrictions for all of 

the services above we are currently restricted to 50 
people in the Sanctuary – to let us know you would like 

to join us please telephone 07869423499 



 

 
 

Contact Details 
 

https://www.larbertoldchurch.org 
 

https://www.facebook.com/LarbertOldChurch/ 
 

https://churchofscotland.org.uk/home 
 
 
 
 
 


